February , 1952 


P.A. 


Subject: Indochina Intelligence 


There seem to be three facets to this problem which tend to 
become confused, especially as they are admittedly somewhat over~ 
Lapping. 


Papel tage eae ee oe Re 


1. Field estimate of the situation. fMThis is callec for by our 


telegram I0h5, and appears to be in hand according to Saigon's 1509, 


paragraph 1. 


2. Flow of operational information and intelligence information 
from the French to us. This too is suggested by our LOWS and discussed 
in Saigonts 1509 and Paris 571. It would appear that Heath is renewing 
his pressure on French civilian and military leaders to get the French 
to give us more information. There seems to be some confusion, however, 
in the telegram on the place of the forthcoming conference in this problem. 
While the conference may be useful in getting a tripartite exchange of ' 
vieWs on the current situation, and may produce an estimate of the 
situation, it should not be looked upon as the mechanism for effecting 
a cull flow of information “ror the French to us. Rather, we should 
expect on a continuing basis for the French to make available operational 
information, POW reports, air reconnaissance reports, and any other 
intelligence which might be of use to us. Although this is primarily 
of military nature, it is o% considerable irportante to the political 
and it may be a political (Legation) matter to correct. 


Be The tripartite conference poses sone questions: 


a. whether political qiestions are to be put on the agenda 
along with the military. 


b. Shoulc. a Legation or Departmental officer attend the 
conference (Saigon specifically asks instructios on 
this matter)? 


¢. What steps should be taken:at the conference to improve 
the flow of operational and intelligence information : 
from the French? 
Trager Rena 
I recommend that in the next day or so you meet with Felix Johnson 
and Alec Bolling and discuss this whole problem to get a concerted view 
which we can convey to Heath. 


It would be important in such a discussion thas you acknowledge the 
essentially military character of the information and the conference, but of 


TOP SEGRE 


the important political interest and a desire to assist the military 
where appropriate. 


It would also be important for you to ascertain whether the 
Pentagon is actually making available to us the information that they 
have, which suggests a question to Bolling: "What evaluation do you 
put on the Air reconnaissance?" 


FH. 


